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STATE and CONDITION 
OF OUR | 


CONSIDBER”D. 


IN CE the coming over of the Xing, the 
fitting out of a Fleet for that Purpoſe, the 
* Deficient Funds, the flagrant Rumour of a 
Nem War, with ſeveral other Circumſtances, will 
neceſſarily draw a farther Charge upon the Na- 
tion, it lies upon us to conſider by what Methods 
Kiny New Taxes can be levied without burdening 
our Selves, and to be very Cautious what Per- 
ſons we make Choice of to Repreſent us in the 
enſuing Parliament. The Xing has promiſed: to i 
make us a fouriſhing'and happy People; his Regard 
hr our Welfare and Proſperity ſeems to. antici- 
pate all other Conſiderations ;/ and if we make a 
night Uſe. of this Election, we need not doubt 
''s Majeſty's:Concurrence with his Parliament. 


- $7 
* - * i. 
. * he 
u = * 
* " 3 pF 
Y. / 
+ £4 \ PE . . 
| Fo 
N 
f 
5 OM 
8 a 2 x » : A 8 4 


o 


(3 

But before I proceed, it may not be imprope 
to conſider the State of the Nation, as it now is 
or has been for ſome Years ; the Grievances and 7 
Oppreſſions we have laboured under, and thHIhr 
Sources and Reaſons that occaſioned them; tq loc 
obviate, if poſſible, the like Miſcarriages for th Nec 
future, and to prevent that ſince, according tdſÞ2®t 
Tenor of the Engliſh Proverb, We have been oncaÞ*19 
Burnt, we may not falta ſecond time into the Fire 
When we entred into the laſt War, we had B 
little or no Time to recover our Selves from the[1ad 
Calamities a former War had brought upon usr 
and ſuch a Severe one too, as was never known de 
in our own, and ſcarcely- perhaps in any othe e 4 
Age or Country. Our Exchequer way empty, anc char 
our Nation mortgaged for ſeveral Years to coſbe lued 
to defray the Expences of the War, our Landedſthen 
and Trading Intereſt impoveriſhed by an i Peace with 
and what was the worſt of all, we had thoſe at frai 
Home as ready to Diſpute the Queen's Prerogative 
as her Enemies to Diſpute her Title: It muſt ba . + 
owned we were a brave and hardy People, to un of. e 
dertake a War under ſuch Circumſtances, andi“ ſa 
Poſterity perhaps may think our Courage ex-. *! 
ceeded our Conduct in ſome Meaſure. Fl 
I ſhall not inſiſt at preſent on the Conduct ol * fo 
the War in reſpect to our Allies; what Propor x of 

tion we bore, how the Stipulations were perfor 

med on their Part, and in what Manner we har 
raſs'd the Enemy in Spain and the Weſt Indies; as 
- alfo how beneficial a Land War muſt neceſſari! 
be to our Maritime and Naval Power. the Life 8 
of our Trade and our Commerce; Theſe afg, th 
what are obvious to every one, and what other“ an 
Authors have largely treated on; It is ſufficient. in 


yy 


ye . 


the 


q” even in the Infancy 
« fad Reflection, ſays he, in the Houſe 
that ſome Men, ſhould wallow in Wealth and 


(7) 
o my preſent Subject, that we expended above 
hreeſcore Millions, and ſo far Exhauſted our 
Blood and Treaſure, that any Peace was become 
ſeceſſary; and if we had carried on the War 
other Year or two, we had brought our Selves 


Kelow the Slavery of Wooden Shces, or the moſt 


liſmal Conſequences of Arbitrary Power. 


But it is not only becauſe through Weakneſs, 
Inadvertency, or ſomething 


Worſe, we have 
jrawn upon our Selves ſuch Incumbrances, which 


re or our Forefathers never knew, and which 
Juve and our Poſterity may be never able to Dif: 


charge, that is our preſent Grievance ; but the 
lnequality of the Taxes, and the Way of raiſing 


Item, which unleſs Redreſſed, may be attended 


with Inconveniencies of ſuch | a Nature, as Iam 
fraid to mention. N 


This is what Sir Charles Sidley jultiy complained 
of the War: © lt is a 


of Commons, 


4 Places, whilſt others Pay away in Taxes the 
ol fourth Part of their Revenue, for the Support 

of the ſame Government. We are not upon 

4 equal Terms for his Majeſty 
* Courtiers and Great Officers Charge as it were 
in Armour, they feel not their Taxes by Rea- 
F< ſon of their Places, while the Country Gen- 
ie tlemen are Shot through and through by 
ic them. His Majeſty ſees nothing but Coaches 
& and Six Horſes, and great Tables, and there- 
ant! fore cannot imagine the Want and r of 
* 4h * of his Subjects. 
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That Taxes are neceſſary, and ought to h 
raiſed on juſt Occaſions for the Good of a Com 
munity, is what every One who has any Notior 
of Government, muſt allow; but on the other 
and, that they ought to be laid equally on al 
People in Proportion to their Wealth and thei. 
Eſtates, is highly. Juſt and Reaſonable. It i 
Matter of Complaint, That the Land Tax it fe] 
is very unequally divided, but take the Landed 
Intereſt in the whole, never any Part of a Com: 
munity were dealt with ſo Unjuſtly : Thoſe whe 
have had their Education at Court, or among 
the Funds, can never conceive the Streights the 
Country Gentlemen were put to, by the Scarcity 
of Money, and the Poverty of their Tenants 
and it is enough to create an Uneaſineſs among} 
them to be uſed in ſuch a manner, when they have 
ſhown at leaſt the ſame Loyalty and Obedience 
to their Sovereign, the ſame Deference and Incli- 
nation to the Houſe of Hanover, the ſame. Anti: 
pathy to Tyranny and, Arbitrary Power, and the 
me Zeal for their Religion and Liberties as any 
of their Fellow Subjects. The Landed Man in 
paying willingly his Quota, could have no other 
iew than our Religion and Liberties, and the 
Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover; but as to 
thoſe. who raiſed _ vaſt Eſtates out of the 
Funds by the Exorbitant Intereſt of their . 
Money, their Hopes undoubtedly were founded 
upon other Ends than the Common Cauſe, or 
| Proteſtant, Succeſſion; and notwithſtanding theit 
Fretences, their own private Intereſt and, Ad- 
vantage was the Zenith-of their Wies. 


* 


— 
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Can ive believe that a Jem or a Papiſt can de- 
clare themſelves for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, or a 
New Mar, as ſome of them have done, on any 
other Grounds than their own Intereſt ? Or, is 
it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that the Settlement of 
the Proteſtant Religion is their only Aim, and 
agreeable to their Wiſhes ? Let the Landed and 
the Monied Intereſt be Taxed equally; and then 
let us ſee who are the Men who are for carry- 
ing on the War, for humbling of Fance, for 
enlarging our Trade, and for Supporting his 
Majeſty and his Government: Let us both Con- 
tribute equally, and it will ſoon appear, who 
are the Friends, and who the Enemies, to our 
I preſent Settlement, the Government will be ſoon 
convinced who are the Jacobites and High Flyers. 
If ever there is a Neceſſity for a Naval War, 
ve are willing to pay our Four 'Shiltings in the 
pound upon the Land; and we Challenge the 
Monied Intereſt, thoſe pretended Loyaliſts and 
Patriots to do the ſame. The ſame Men who 
for Twenty Vears together have paid the Fifth 
part of their Eſtates for the Security of our 
Conſtitution, are unqueſtionably prepared to 
* >} Sacrifice their Lives and Fortunes in its Defence; 
But what have thoſe who Style themſelves their 
only Friends contributed? What is it they have 
done for the Houſe. of Hanover ? For I will be 
" bold to to ſay, that it is owing anly to the 
- | Gentlemen;zof the Landed Intereſt, whom they 
| have branded with all the Names of Infamy and 
„Scandal, that his preſent Majeſty is upon the 
Throne, and the Pretender incapable fs | 


giving 

Aas the leaſt Diſquiet. Nay, to that Degree has 

I the Land contributed toward ſupplying the Exi- 
Lal . B gences - 


engage to ſhew, that it will be ſo far from be- 


(10 
gences of our Affairs, that was the whole Reve- 
nue of the Funds for Seven Vears to come ſer 


apart to defray the Expences of another War, 


and the Land indemnified from all Taxes, 1 
much queſtion, whether at the End of thoſe 
Seven Years, the Monied Intereſt would have 
any Reaſon of Complaint /: They have paid 
nothing at preſent, bat inſtead of that, have 


made a Prey of the Neceſſities of the People; 


and certainly it is but highly Reaſonable, if 
there ſhould be any further Occaſion of Expence, 
and we fhould engage in another War, that 
they ſhould; faraiſh their Quota in an equal at 
leaſt; if not in a greater Proportion, than their 
Neighbours. This would be but the higheſt 
Act of Juſtice, it would be but Reſtoring to the 
Nation what they have taken from them, it 
would be but Lending them their own, and 
ſpending a Part in the Service of the Govern- 


ment, when the whole was got by their Favour 


and Connivancdmme. 


{ Every Thing that is capable of raiſing Money Ir 


is Taxed as far it will bear; Coals, Candles, 
Soap, and Leather, pay a Duty for ſeveral Vears 
to come, almoſt to the entire Deſtruction of 
the Poor; the Window Tax is injurious to the 
middle Sort; the Cuſtoms to the Merchants; 
and the Land and Malt Tax, with all the reſt, 
to the Gentlemen and Free holders. 

If a General Exciſe,” and any other Proviſion 
for an equal Tax may be feaſible, no Man ſhall 


more [readily Embrace it than my ſelf; but 


until ſome ſuch Project can be found, 1 ſhall 
infiſt on the Propoſal I have made, and PI! 


i 


= _ 


ing Prejudicial to the Trade of the Nation, | 


: 


that tis the only way. to Encourage. and Sup- 


e eine Stage 
The Decay of Trade, and the Ruin of the 


e 


Merchants, have not been occaſioned ſo much 
by the Chances and Misfortunes that have befel 
them from their Enemies at Sea, as from their 


turning their Caſn into a new Channel, and the 
Encouragement given them by the Government 


to dot. During the late War, few or no Con- 
voys bave been allowed the Merchant- Men, in 
order to divert them from venturing Abroad, 
and that the Owners might the more readily 


throw their Money into the Funds; for it is, 


Natural to ſuppoſe, That any Man would ſooner 
employ his Fortune, where he could make Lwens, 
ty or Thirty per Cent. of it with Safety, than 
expoſe it to the Dangers of the Sea, or the Vi- 
gilance of Privateers. From hence it is we may 
Date the Ruin of our Trade; for by theſe Means 


I our Merchants left their Correſpondents by De- 
grees to other Nations, who took hold of the 


Advantage, till at length we loſt them entirely, 
and inſtead of the moſt flouriſhing Nation in 


the World, our Trade was in Money; we were 


become Inconſiderable Abroad, and a Nation of 
Stock- Jobbers at Home. And from hence it is, 
mean, from this Propoſal, that we may recover: 
it again; when the Merchant ſhall find that his 
Purſe! and his Coffers are ſooner filled by his 


I Buſineſs,” than by Stock-Jobbing, he will readi- 
ly purſue it, and Trade as readily recover from 


its Conſumption . Give, but the leaſt Diſcou- 


nagement to Stoch lobbing, and the Trading 


Nation 


19 * 2 
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and Landed Part; —_ call the whgle; 
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Nation without Impropriety, will ſoon be ſen⸗ 
and flouriſhing Condition. 
Thoſe Perſons who are concerned in the 


ſible of their happy 


Stocks, if they conſider rightly, will never Ob. 
jet to ſuch a Tax; the Trader will feel the 
good Effects it has upon the Exchange, and the 
Country Gentlemen the Improvement of his 
Eſtate; and if there are any who are concerned 
neither in Trade, nor Land, they ſhould reflect 
on the happy Influence it will have upon the 


Stocks themſelves, and the Security it will af- 


ford them. 


Four Shillings in the Pound upon the Funds 


will amount to about Six hundred thouſand 
Pound per Annum, or thereabouts, to the Go- 
vernment ; ſo that whatever Changes happen; 


the Government will always be obliged to Sup- 


port them, if it was only for the Sake of their 
Revenue. re f 
for Supplies, thoſe whoſe Fortunes are in the 
Funds, will enjoy the Benefit, together with the 


whole Nation; but if through the Iniquity of 


the Times, we ſhould be forced to bring a far- 
ther Charge upon our Selves, by theſe Means 
the Funds will be upon the ſame Eſtabliſhment 
with the Land, and becauſe the Goverment will 
receive from each of them a Fifth Part of their 


income, it will be equally their Intereſt to main- 
— . 
It is the common Cry indeed, That touch the 


— 


Stocks, and People will never lend a Peny for 
the future; and it had been happy for the Na+ 
tion if they never had, and Poſterity had bleſ- 
ſed us for it; but this common Cry can never 
on into an Argument, or have any — 


If we ſhould have no more Occaſion 


/ 7 7 | * 
g ( | I 3 ) 


fith the Legiſlature, for the Annual Income of 
our Revenue, ſuppoſe we ſhould unfortunate- 


ly be engaged in another War, would by this 
Propoſal, without running us into Debt, be 
ſufficient for the Payment of our Forces. The 
Malt Tax, and Four Shillings apon Land, and 
upon the Funds, will ariſe to near Three Mil- 
lions Annually, which will Equip us a Fleet 
that ſhall be a Match for all the Fleets of Eu- 
rope put together; and no Man, I believe, who 
is acquainted with the Situation of our Iſland, ' 
can ever think a Land War for our Advantage, 
eſpecially after ſuch repeated Inſtances of its 
Biſeas. | 3 


The Author of the Preface to my Lord Cla- 
rendon's Hiſtory, very well obſerves upon this 
Head. Well may other Princes and States, 
&« ſays he, whoſe Situation requires it for their 
** own Security, find it their Intereſt, for the 
< Preſervation of their Credit and Reputation 


among their Neighbours, to keep in Pay great 


“Numbers of Land Forces, in which they are 
« Vying with one another, and Boaſting who 
% can Raiſe his Thouſands, and who his Ten 
© Thouſands ; but they will be found but Young 

te State ſmen for our Government, who can think 
« it adviſeable, That the Strength of this 
© Tland ſhould be meaſured by Proportions ſo 
< unſuitable to its true Glory and Greatneſs. 
And again, continues he, to reflect a little 
on the Circumſtances of our own Nation, 

© That whereas the Fleet of England has been 
«* Renowned through ſo many Ages for the 
. Honour and Security of this Kingdom, ia 


| n firſt into a War with little or no Rea- 


(14 ) 


< theſe latter Days, by an unaccountable Im- 


| 2 ovidence our Care has been more Induſtri- 
2 


„ uuſly applied to the Raiſing great Numbers 
** of Land Forces, than in Maintaining and 
< Supporting the Glorious Ancient Bulwarks of 
& our Country; and when we have to do with 
o an Enemp whom we ſo far excel in Strength. 
* at Sea, that with a little more than ordinary 
cc 3 we might hope to Reſtrain his 
c E xorbitant Power by our Naval Expeditions, 
e have imployed our greateſt Iaduſtry, and 


_< vaſt Expence, to attack him by Land, in that 


c Part, where, by the Strength of his nume- 
4 rous Garriſons, he muſt be at leaſt for many 
3 nt invulnerable.” | 


3 if our 8 had been well Hus- 


3 banded, when we firſt engaged againſt Fance, 


1 believe we might have carried on the War ſuc- 
ceſsfully, and without borrowing upon Loans; 
But when we had once plunged our Selves, our 


| Debts increaſed on us, together with the Cor- 


ruptions of thoſe through whoſe Hands the 
Revenue circulated, till at length we were 


c.ruſhed beneath the hed we had laid upon our 
Selves. It may ſome Time or other perhaps be 
| demonſtrated; That out of the Threeſcore Mil- 


lions we expended, above half of it, either 
through Deſigu, or Neglect, was Miſpeat; or 


Miſapplied, or Remains to this Day unaccoun- 


for. | 


Lak Gircembanges conſidered; it is ae 


to conceive after what manner this poor Na- 
tion has: ſuffered, and been abuſed z We were 


ſon; 


| nai 1 
d <2} 
_- 
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a). 


ſon; we have ſince disburſed above Threeſcore 
Millions, with little or no Advantage to our 
Selves, and without ſo much as propoſing an 
Equivalent, if we had obtained the moſt San- 
guine of our Wiſhes; The Subſidy that was ap- 
ropriated for our Ex pences, was raiſed out of 
b one Half of the Nation only, and even 
there it was unequally divided, while the other 
was Enriched, and Indemnified from Taxes, and 
out of the Threeſcore Millions that were raiſed, 
the major Part was Embezzel and Miſpent ; 
But to compleat the whole; and leaſt we -might 
want any Thing to add a Weight to our Mis- 
fortunes, thoſe very People who Impoveriſhed 
themſelves, and out of whoſt Pockets theSup= 
plies were granted, without which our Conſti- 
tution had been no more, muſt be treated as 
Enemies to the Government by the Dronss of 
the Nation, and thoſe who had me upon the 
Spoils of theds Labour. 101:Y J13 877 
It muſt be confeſſed indeed, — we had late- 
ly ſome Great Men at the Helms who refuſed to 
give into this Management, and whoſe Memo- 
ry, notwithſtanding the Aiſrepreſentatiun they 
may lie under at preſent,” will be ever grateful 
to us. The untainted Loyalty of the Duke of 
Ormond; his Concern for his Country, and that 
Greatneſs of Soul which is Hereditary to his 
Family, reflect even a Luſtre on the Throne ijt, 
felf, when he is employed by his Prince, and 
render him the Darling of The peoples His | 
Ambition to ſerve the Queen and the Nation was 
always Laudable, without any fordid' Views of 
private Intereſt and Kübagenge; and ſo exten- 
hve 1 is his Generofity, that her late „ 
en- 


1 (16) 


ſenſible, when She was beſtowing her Favours 
upon him, She was providing for Thouſands of 
her People. His Perſon has been expoſed in ſe- 
veral Engagements, and his Eſtate as often 
Plundered by the Enemies of our Country; fo 
that even to ſuſpe& him after this, to be in 
any other Intereſt, is a Contradiction to our Rea- p 
ſon and our Senſes. 21341 f 
And now I am upon this Subject, it would F] 
be Injuſtice not to mention the Services of my | 
Lord Bolingbroke, whoſe unſhaken Fidelity to his N 
Queen, and Aſſiſtance and Advice againſt the 
Evil Counſel of ſome about Her, are ſufficient 
to recommend him to thoſe who have any De- 
ference or Reſpect for the Memory of their So- 
wereign, and to render him as equally odious to bis 
ſuch People, who have openly inſulted Her . . 
when Dead, and trampled on her Aſhes with yu 
Contempt. Beſides, his Talents and great Ca- Pre 
pacity for Publick Buſineſs, and the moſt Impor- 171 
tant Councils of his Prince, are acknowledged f f. 
even by his Enemies, and his Honour and In- oh 
tegrity are ſuch, as Shine as bright as any other ſen 
of his Endowments; For he was no more to be 
prevailed on to Countenance any Thing to the Chi 
Detriment of the Happy Settlement we now En- * 
joy, than the Sun or Moon to be diverted from Co 
their Courſe, and he defies all the Malice and i 
Perſecution of his Enemies to prove it. = 
There are ſeyeral others whoſe Names will be 
tranſmitted to Poſterity with Advantage, but. 
it is not to my preſent Purpoſe. to enlarge upon * 
their Characters; all honeſt Men are convinced, 
that little could be done by them for the Service 


of the Church and State, while that Hypocrite 
| - 


6 
in Buſmeſs, that mighty Trifler of the 7. ſury, 
was at the Head of their Affairs, whoſe Merit 
is Tricking, and who juſtly is the Contempt of 
both Parties. 1 : 12 iP 5 3 * 
But as theſe Patriots are no more, ſo nothing 
can ſo much contribute to our Welfare and 
Proſperity at this Time, as the Prudent Choice 
of our Repreſentatives in Parliament; and the 
Electians drawing near, it may not be improper, 
as I propoſed, to give ſome Advice upon this 
Head, which if followed, as it ought to be 
may be of the greateſt Conſequence to Us an 
our Poſterity.: + #48 27 20 
It is the Happineſs of an Engliſb- man, That 
no Money can be raiſed, or Taxes laid upon 
him, but by his own Conſent ; His Reprefenta- 
tive in the Houſe of Commons is his Delegate and 
Truſtee, with whom he entruſts his Liberty and 
property, and every Thing that is Dear to him; 


| It is therefore of the greateſt Moment to con- 


ſider the Abilities and Integrity, and- all the 
other neceſſary Qualifications of this his Repre- 
„ 6 
Any Man who deſigns a Guardian for his 
Children, 4 upon One whom he 
thought would Diſcharge his Truſt with a good 
Conſcience, and- for the Advantage of his Fa- 
mily: How Careful then and Vigilant ſhould we 
be, leaſt we be Impoſed on, when not only our 
own Family, but the whole Nation, depend 
All the Train of Woes and Miſeries we have 
Experienc'd are owing to our Selves, and have 


proceeded from the Choice of ſuch to Repreſent 
ys, who were either _ of the State of 


our 
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our Affairs, or Forfeited their Truſt out of Inte- t 
reſt: We have Cankers and Moths in our very P 
Bomels, and we meet in Vain at an Election, if t! 
we do not make Choice of honeſt Gentlemen n 
to Repreſent us, who mind their Country more 5 
than themſelves, and prefer the Publick Inte- ti 
reſt, to their own. _ £26 vated); g 
The preſent Parliament is an undoubted Spe- 7 
cimen of the Happy Conſequences of a Wiſe c 
Choice, and I may venture to propoſe it, as a 15 
Rule without Exception, that the ſame Houſe Y #4 
of Commons re- choſen, would make us the hap- St 
pieſt People upon Earth. I have no room to enter I P! 
into a Detail of their Proceedings, it is ſuffi- fo 
cient, I think, that tis to them the Country is I {ll 

Indebted for the Diminution of the Land Tax, , 
and his Majeſty for the Settlement of his Revenue. un 
Whatever Reproaches may be Caſt upon ſingle Iy 
Members in relation to Trifles, or Humane Fai- tt: 
lures, from which no Man is free, perhaps there I thi 
never was an Houſe of Commons, ſince the Ori- tt 

-ginal of Parliaments, who had the Welfare off to 
| their Country more at Heart, or who have] no 
ſhown a more unfeigned Loyalty to their Sove- Qic 
raigu; Their Actions are the beſt Interpreter, {| de! 
| and the trueſt Evidence of their Deſigns ; and I] JeQl 
ſo ſpeedy were their Endeavours upon the] the 
Queens Demiſe, for the Quiet of the Kingdom, 
and the Support and Grandeur of his Majeſty, to 
that he was ſcarce acquainted he was King of for 
Great Britain, before his faithful Commons àc- Hin 
quainted him that he had a Revenue ſuitable to his Eſt 

Danyßꝛß | 0 
I be Nature and Multiplicity of Affairs would Fo 
have prevented their tranſacting the Buſineſs of er 
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e their ern Members. A G 
Eſtate is undoubtedly the only proper Repre- 
ſentative of his Country, for a Man of a ſmall 


or a Fenſion, and he who ha 
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the next Vear, before the Six Months were ex- 


pired, in which Time they were Diſſolved by 


the Succeſſian Act, or otherwiſe there had been 
no Oceaſion for another Houſe of Commons this 
Seaſon, or for putting the Country to the Fa- 
tigue and Charge of Convening themſelves to- 
gether in the middle of the Winter. His Ma- 


jeſty cannot be ſuppoſed. to Diſſolve them, be- 


cauſe he is diſpleaſed, unleſs we can ſuppoſe he 
is Angry at their Duty, and Allegiance, or the Set- 


element of the Civil Liſt. The Authors of ſuch a 


— 


Story are juſtly to be contemned ; *tis Miſinter- - 


preting the Thanks his Majeſty has given them 
for their Addreſs, and putting an ill and incon- 
ſiſtent Conſtruction on his Royal Gratitude. 
When I ſpeak of the Parliament, I would be 
underſtood to mean the Majority, by whom eve- 
ry Thing is Voted and Tranſacted; and ſo In- 
ter woven were the Intereſts of his Majeſty, and 
the preſent Parliament, that whoever Endeavours 
to ſeparate the one from the other, is an Enemy 


Jo both. I am ſenſible, there are thoſe, who 


notwithſtanding. this, are free of their Reflg- 
ctions; but ſhall, the King acknowledge the Fi- 


delity of an Hauſe, of Commons, and ſhall a Sub- 


ject have the Inſolence to Diſpute it? Or ſhall 
the King or his Subjects be the judge? 
I here is one Thing which would be Iajuſtice 
to forget, that will make the Houſe of Commons 


dr ever Memorable, I mean the Bill for Quali- 


A Gentleman of an 


1 { 


Fortune is liable to the Temptation of a-Bribe, 


| s no Eſtate in Land, 
„ aft do df, to 
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it, Votes for Slayery with a Witneſs ; For thoſe 
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| to Eſtabliſh the Funds upon its Ruin. This 
then we may take as another conſtant Rule, to 
Vote for ſuch a One whoſe Intereſt it is to pre- 
ſerve the Land from Payments and Subſidies, as 
well for his own, as for the Good of the Publick. 
But if his Eſtate has been acquired by the Plun- 
der and Oppreſſion of the People, the Caſe is altered; 
For this a Crime ſo very Black, that it ſtrikes 
at the Root of our Conſtitution, nnhinges all 
Government, and lays our Property in Common. 
Whoſoever therefore has been guilty of it, if he 
has not unloaded himſelf, and reſtored, what 
in plain Engliſh, he has ſtolen from the Publick, 
he is without Queſtion the moſt unfit to repre- 
ſent his Country, or be entruſted with a Charge 
that requires all the Honour and Fidelity in the 
World. Such a Perſon” can come into a nen 
War, or any other Scheme for our Deſtruction, 
for War is his Harveſt, and the Plunder of his 
Country the Crop he would be Reaping. 


Next to ſuch Sort of Perſons as theſe, we 
ſhould be very Cautious of Chuſing Officers, ot 


any who have to do with the Army, for War 
is a /econd Nature to them, tis their Element 
and Subſtance, and few of them are Amphilsons, 
or if they can Live, they can neyer Thrive out 
of their Element. Beſides, a Standing Army, is 
of ſuch ill Conſequence, that whoever Votes for 


who defend us only out of Intereſt, will Swak 
low us too when they find it for their Interel 
TVT 

WMe have had lately an Inſtance in the Slaugb- 
ter of one of our Repreſentatives, what we mull 
expect when the Power is lodged among the $0 


dle 


None ee . 
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diery: The King” 


ar a _ 


s Palace is à Place accongted 


Sacred, and not to be prophaned by Injuſtice or 
Ill Manners; Yet all this, it ſeems is too little 
to prevent the Indignities and Aﬀronts that have 
been offered there to ieveral other Gentlemen of 
Condition, beſides Mr. Aldworth - And if the 
Army are ſuffered. to inſult even private Gen- 


tlemen in this Manner, we may ſoon expect to 
ſee, if not prevented by this Election, the Rights 
of Parliament, and Courts of 


Juſtice deſtroyed; 


and our Conſtitution crumbled into a 2 
Picces- | 


Theve K Thing bvdeld-obſernclnh 


worthy the Notice of the Nation, and their 


Repre 


ſentatives: We are now upon another 


Eftabliſhmeft than we were, and our Act of Ser- 


tlement is in full Force. 
narchy is indeed the ſame, and the King 
rofative as Extenſive as in the Days of his Fre- 
debeſſor; but leaſt the Natives of our Nation 
ſhould ſuffer by it, our Legi/ature provided 
pos ly agaiaſt employing; Foreigners in the Aſe- 


endet 


The Nature of our M- | 
8 Pre- 


It ſtands to Reaſon that they cannot 


and different from ours; and J 


if they are once entruſted with Power and _ 


thority, they'll ſoon become Formidable. 
dur Legit 
gainſt theſe Things, by the Ad of Seu lement, 
which is as inialterable as the Articles of Union |] 
between England and Scotland,” or Magna 
it feif: We may as well part 
ahd Liberties at once, as with this; and an 
one wh conſeuts c an Alteration of any Part | 


— 8 


ature, I ſay, have wiſely 


Charta 
"with all our Laws 


of 


ted with our Laws, or the Nature f 
our Government, That they have Councils and 


Intereſts Gittine 
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of it, acts more like a Foreigner, than a Na: 
tive of England, and ought never to Repreſent 
an Engliſh Body of. Freeholders.” - | 
Above all, Let our Repreſentatives be Mem- 
bers of the Church of England, not only in Name, 
but in Thing; Men who perfectly underſtand 
her Doctrine, and Diſcipline, ' who have a, juſt 
and adequate Notion of Epiſcopacy, and of the 
Dignity and Office of the Prieſthood, Without 

this, all other Qualifications are but- Tinſel and 
Varniſh ; for if we loſe our Church, we loſe the 


better Part of our Conſtitution ; Our Rights and 


Liberties will ſoon Vaniſh and follow it, and 
Univerſal Ruin will ſucceed. .1 A True Church: 


man is throughly verſed in every Branch of his 
Principles, and has all the other Qualifications 


we defire, inherent in him. He is a Man of the 
ſtricteſt Loyalty and Vertue, and has the Rights 
and Priviledges, as well as the Religion of our 


Nation at his Heart; he abhors the Thought of 
the Plunder of his Country, or the Miſeries of 


a Standing Army; and in ſhorts! he Scorns to 
be Bought or Sold, to be Bribed or Marketted 
into a New War, or lay a farther Load upon 
his Neighbours. 36 Joe 5 


THIS viz 200 
Thus I have briefly recounted; the Miſeries 


| we have ſuffered, and may expect again, unleſs 
{ we Endeavour to prevent them by the Choice of 
ſach to be our Truſtees in the next Parliament, as 


will Anſwer the Intentions they are Choſen for. 
Let us follow the Rules I have laid down, and 


we cannot do amiſs; it is in our own Power, 
we ſee, to make Choice of whom we pleaſe, and a 
Member of the Houſe of Commons, without the 
aforementioned Qualifications, is a more-proper 


Deie- | 
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Delegate for Theives and Pick-Pockets, than to 
Repreſent the Juſt, the Loyal, the Proteſtant, 


| the Landed. Commons of Great Britain. 


Let me beſcech therefore, my Brethren and 
Fellow Subjects, for your own Sakes, and the Sake 
of your Poſterity, to conſider theſe Things : Be 


not deluded or amuied by the Noiſe of an Ill 


Peace, while you feel the Bleſſings of it, while 
your Sons are not Preſſed into the Wars, nor 
your Daughters the Followers of the Camp- 
Weigh the Difference between thoſe who have 
Loaded us with Taxes, and would ſtil] increaſe 
them, and thoſe that have taken off a Part of 
ſo intolerable a Burden, and would Egdeavour 


to leſſen it for the future 1 


We ſhould conſider that without the Peace, 
our Nation at this Jun&ure had been undoubted- 
ly the Havock of Armies. The King of France 


on one Hand had Landed the Pretender, and on 


the other our Guaranties the Dutch and the Troops 
of Hanover, had been called to our Aſſiſtance; 
ſo that our Peace-makers merit juſtly our Thanks 
and Eſteem, if upon no other Conſideration, 
than this great Deliverance. hs | 

The Cant of a bad Peace is a Bait only to 
draw us into another Land War, which if we 
once Engage in, the Lord have Mercy on this 


Poor Nation. Our Taxes will fink us into Sla- 


very, and we the Ancient Inhabitants of England, 
ſhall be devoured by Stock- Jobbers and Stran- 
gers, made a Prey to Infidels and Uabelievers, 
and all the Nations and People that ſurround us. 


We ſhall loſe our very Name and our Nation, 


and every Thing that is Dear and Valuable to 
us. Our Condition in a little Time, will _— 
| af- 


(24) 


of neither Remedy nor Hope, we ſhall have 
nothing lefr, but to bewail the Loſs of our 
Liberties. and Eſtates, and with this ſtinging 
| Aporavation, that they are Jrrecoverable. Our 
Cafe will be neither better nor worſe than this; 
for during the late War by the ſtrangeſt Stare 
Paradox that ever was heard of, the more we 
gave; the more was required of us. And if we 
come again to 45. in the Pound upon Land, it 
is prodable in a Year or two we muſt increaſe to 
Fight, and fo by Degrees ta Steen, till at length 
we muſt deliver all to the Military Defenders 
of our Property, and be content with a Pariſh 
* Maintenance. a Gf 
5 What I have ſaid is Matter of Fact, and not 
| of Parry, and requires the Care and Vigilance 
pf every Man, who has any Conſideration or 
 TLovefor his Country; I am not Pleading for 
Party, but for Juſtice, and Juſtice is Blind and 
knows no Parties. May the odious Diſtinctions 
of Mhig and Tory for ever Ceaſe, and be no 
more among us, and may we know no other 
Difference at preſent, but between thoſe, who 
are for a new War,. and for laying heavy and 
mnequal Taxes on us; and thoſe who in the 
true Senſe of the Thing are for the Liberty of 
the Subject, for eaſing us in Taxes, aud for 
rranſmitting our Conſtitution as entire to Poſte» 
rity, as we received it from our Anceſtors. 
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